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Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends” (par. 60). Friends can have a lasting effect on someone and their betrayal can cut deeper than an enemy can. As the saying goes, good friends are hard to come by and when a good friend comes by, one should be a good friend back. This brings me to the friendship of two boys that contains loyalty, betrayal and redemption in the movie The Kite Runner. In the movie, two languages are present, Dari and English. The exposition of the movie is set in 1978 when the Soviets invaded Afghanistan and in later years, the Taliban’s rise to power. In Kite Runner, Hassan, a servant’s boy, runs after a kite Amir cut down to win the local kite tournament in Kabul. When Hassan does not return, Amir goes looking for him and finds Hassan trapped at a dead end by three bullies. The bullies would let Hassan go if he gives up the kite. Hassan would not let it go which resulted in one of the bullies, Assef, anally raping Hassan. Amir witnesses the whole event but instead of stopping Assef, he runs away and pretends he did not see anything. Thirty years later, Amir comes back to Kabul for his father’s friend, finds out the Taliban murdered Hassan and his wife, and Hassan’s son, Sohrab, is without a family and in an orphanage. Amir has a chance to redeem his cowardly action thirty years ago by helping Sohrab, which becomes a more dangerous task than what Amir had 
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realized. Despite the engaging storyline, the characterization of the protagonist and antagonist is lack luster and the dialogue is not strong enough throughout the movie.
The storyline of the Kite Runner is engaging. In Robert Ebert’s review of this film, he said, “How long has it been since you saw a movie that succeeds as pure story? That doesn’t depend on stars, effects or genres, but simply fascinates you with how it turn out?” (Ebert par. 2) I agree with Mr. Ebert, I found the storyline to be captivating. The movie has the audience in shock and awe at the key scenes in the beginning, middle, and end of the movie. The key scene in the beginning of the movie is when Hassan gets beaten and raped in an alleyway after finding Amir’s trophy kite. Before Hassan gets beaten, he defends his friendship with Amir and says, “Amir agha and I are friend.”
Assef, the leader of the bullies replies, “Friends? You fool. Enough of this. Give us the kite.” Hassan does not hand over the kite and Assef continues, “Last chance. As you wish. Keep it. So it will always remind you of what I’m about to do to you” (Forster 00:31:57). This scene has audience wondering what will happen next. The scene opens up the movie to run in many different directions. This scene will also have audience completely still and eyes glued to the screen in shock. Another scene in the movie that keeps the movie progressing is when Amir goes to the orphanage to retrieve Sohrab but finds out he has been sold off to a Taliban official. The owner of the orphanage explains to Amir and Amir’s driver, “There is a Talib official. He visits every month or two. He brings cash with him” (1:32:20). The owner had to sell Sohrab to the official so the official would not take ten other children. The owner uses the money to buy food for the other children. He had no choice but to give Sohrab to the Taliban official. Just when the 
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audience will think, it is over, this twist of events is tossed into the boiling pot to leave the viewers in suspense.

In the movie, there are a couple of scenes that serve as key components in making the storyline engaging. The climax of the movie is when Amir is in Taliban territory wanting to free Sohrab and to take him to America. Amir meets the Taliban official that owns Sohrab and finds out it is Assef. Assef tells Amir what the Taliban has done since he left after the Soviets invaded Afghanistan, “We took out the garbage. We brought law. We brought justice.” 

Amir replies, “I have seen your laws and your justice, and I’m taking the boy home with me.”


“All right, then. Of course, I didn’t say you could take him for free” (1:45:30). Assef then beats up Amir and Sohrab saves Amir by shooting a rock into Assef’s eye by his slingshot. This is a very important scene in the movie because Amir finally took a stand instead of backing down and running away as he did thirty years ago. The other key scenes in the movie are the raping of Hassan at the beginning of the movie, Amir standing up for Sohrab at his house in front of the General, the wife’s dad, towards the end of the movie and Amir running after the kite like Hassan use to do for him at the end of the movie for Sohrab. In a review from Mick LaSalle from the San Francisco Gate Chronicle, he says, “The childhood scenes are snog, and the supposedly dramatic climax is limp and far-fetched. There’s a lethargy and a reverence about this film that seem misplaced, as though Forster and screenwriter David Benioff thought they were adapting a sacred text and forgot they were making drama” (par. 9). The movie does contain slow 
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parts and the beginning of the movie is lacking the dramatic suspense that would have the viewers completely captivated, excluding the rape scene. The movie, however, picks up in pace and redeems itself and ends up leaving the audience forgetting the slow parts they had to watch.

Despite the storyline, the characterization of the protagonist is lack luster. I personally did not like young Amir. His cowardly nature is sickening to me. He could have stopped or attempted to stop the bullies that have cornered Hassan. Young Amir witnessed and heard all the dialogue being said from Assef to Amir and still he did nothing. Amir overhears Assef say, “He’s just a servant’s son.”

“I’m not sure, Assef. My father says it’s wrong,” doubts one of Assef’s henchmen. (00:32:32) Amir knew what was going to happen but chose to run away. The protagonist is a dull cowardly character. He does not grow as a person until he tries to redeem himself 30 years later. To continue his cowardliness, Amir pretends not to know what happened to Hassan, “Where were you? I was looking for you” (00:33:51). In the first half of the movie, Amir the Coward is just there. The focus, to me, is on Hassan and not on Amir, who is supposed to be the protagonist. Even though Hassan does not return in the rest of the movie after him and his father left Amir’s house, the audience is left wondering what happened to him. His loyalty intrigues me and I show sympathy for his character where as I find myself detached from Amir.

Along with the protagonist, the antagonist is weakly defined. Before Assef rapes Hassan, he says, “And there’s nothing wrong about teaching this donkey a lesson. Just hold him down” (00:32:32). I did not know Assef was the movie’s antagonist. I saw him 
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as the bully of the film whose purpose is to reveal the cowardliness of Amir. Assef’s purpose was to give the movie the conflict it needed. After the rape incident, Amir ends up meeting Assef at his birthday party, “Great party, Amir,” says Assef.
Baba asks Amir, “Aren’t you going to thank Assef?”
Amir shakes Assef’s hand and says, “Thank you” (00:40:45). Assef does not seem significant to be the character against the protagonist. If anything, Assef is Hassan’s enemy and not Amir’s. Assef is just there to remind Amir of his shame and cowardliness.

Furthermore, the realization of Assef being the antagonist for Amir comes at the end of the movie. A review from Michael Phillips from the Chicago Tribune states, “By the time we get to the third and final section, the film has become all narrative contrivance and wish fulfillment. A key character makes an absurdly convenient reappearance, simply to satisfy another character’s need for revenge, which overlaps with the readers’ and film audience’s need” (par.6). I agree with Phillips. Assef does conveniently appear back into the film after being forgotten. Since Assef comes back into the movie, he then is seen as the antagonist of the whole movie and not just the bad character at the beginning of the film. When Amir arrives at the place he was told to go to, to see about the boy, he finds out that the Taliban official he is talking to is Assef. In the room where they meet, Assef tells Amir, “What did you think? That you’d put on a fake beard and I wouldn’t recognize you?” (1:44:38) Now that Assef is the newly proclaimed antagonist, Assef’s role in the movie comes loosely together as the bad guy from the start of the movie for Amir and not just Hassan. For Amir, Assef is the person he must stand up to because he could not do it before. Amir gets that rare second chance 
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opportunity to redeem himself because how likely is it to meet someone thirty years later involving similar concepts as before.
For a drama, the dialogue was not equally strong throughout the movie. Amir’s time in America does not relate to the real issue at hand and it is felt like it is being pushed along. Amir romance with Soraya was boring and quick. Soraya reveals to Amir a 
bad thing she has done in the past so they can start with no secrets, “Has what I told you, bother you?” says the soon to be wife.

“A little”, replies Amir.

“Does it bother you enough to change your mind?”

“No. Not even close” (1:10:07). This conversation was taking place outside of Soraya’s house and then the movie cuts to the wedding celebration. I thought the whole marriage celebration was just wasting time with the whole background music, dancing, and no dialogue. Immediately following the wedding, the newlyweds are reminiscing the wedding at home. The couple helps Amir’s dad, who has been getting sicker and sicker, to bed and he says, “No. There is no pain tonight” (1:13:32). It went from the wedding to reminiscing of that wedding to the funeral of Amir’s father in all less than five minutes. The change in emotion and atmosphere of the characters leaves the audience lacking in the emotional reaction one should get in a wedding and a funeral.

The Kite Runner has an engaging storyline but the characterization and dialogue are impotent. The three key scenes in this film are what keep it from giving the viewers a negative opinion of the movie at the end. Without those three key scenes, the movie would be dull and boring. Moreover, the protagonist could have been characterized better 
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with more emotional drama for the audience to feel the emotion and drama throughout the whole movie. The antagonist could have had a more major role in the film so the audience can recognize his importance in the film for Hassan and Amir. Overall, the movie is worth watching. I recommend this movie to viewers who love drama movies. The movie is different. It steps away from the regular drama movies and sets a person in Afghanistan instead of the common landscape of America. It is a breath of fresh air and new scenery. The real story is about redemption and second chance. Second chances are hard to come by so a person should utilize every opportunity. The guilt of betrayal can come over a person like a haunting shadow never leaving the person’s side.
